A HISTORY OF POLAND
laying the foundation of Poland's political organization,
giving expression to her leading tendencies, making
her one in purpose and in deed.
" The nation is at this moment with die whole of her
strength helping to secure victory over the Germans,
Our youth has rushed with ardour into the ranks of
that Russian army in which the sons of our land arc
fighting in hundreds of thousands for the great cause;
the Polish civil population has zealously co-operated
with that army, doing all in its power to assist in the
struggle against our mighty foe ; and whereas war
has carried to our territory unevaded devastation, ruin,
and destitution, we arc bearing the calamity with
calm, confident in a luminous morrow for the land of
our fathers. The foe did not terrify us by his strength,
even when he appeared at the gates of our capital:
nor did he deceive us by his promises: the mass of
the people preserved an unmoved composure in the
presence of danger and replied to his protestations by
contempt.
" This unshaken attitude was maintained not only in
those parts of the country which the enemy did not
actually invade, but also there where he took possession,
prodaiming his occupation as definite.
" The enemy's expectations were equally disappointed
in the case of the Polish detachments formed in Austria,
to which a certain portion of our ignorant youth was
drawn, beguiled by patriotic watch-words. These de-
tachments, destined to decoy the population of the
Kingdom into alliance with Austria and Germany, met
with ill-will and opposition in all grades of a society
possessing clear knowledge of its aims in this porten-
tous hour,
w Unavailing were the skilful intrigues of the Austrian
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